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Abstract:  This colloquium will consider the origins, current state and possible futures for 
digital libraries research and infrastructure.  The presentation will highlight pivotal technology 
advances and implementation processes.  Disciplinary contexts, social and economic 
developments and influential community discourse will be noted along with key government 
funding programs.  The strengths and shortcomings of today's changing global information 
environment for digital libraries research and applications will be discussed and future directions 
and opportunities posed. 
 
 
Speaker Bio: Stephen M. Griffin is a Program Director in the Division of Information, and 
Intelligent Systems at the National Science Foundation (NSF). He is currently Program Director 
for Special Projects and for the Interagency Digital Libraries Initiative and the International 
Digital Libraries Collaborative Research program. Prior to his current assignment, Dr. Griffin 
served in several research divisions, including the Divisions of Chemistry and Advanced 
Scientific Computing, the Office of the Assistant Director, Directorate for Computer and 
Information Science and Engineering, and staff offices of the Director of the NSF. He has been 
active in working groups of the Federal High Performance Computing and Communications 
Program. His educational background includes degrees in Chemical Engineering and 
Information Systems Technology. He has additional graduate education in organizational 
behavior and development and the philosophy of science. His research interests are in topics 
related to interdisciplinary communication.  
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